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|| Message from Mr. Pfannes

Stevenson High
School
2009 -2010
Feb 3 6 Dodgeball Tour-
nament 6:30 p.m.

Feb 508 Pep Assembly
1:15 p.m.

Feb 6 8 Snowcoming
Dance 7:00 p.m.

Feb13to21 - No
School Mid-Winter Break

Feb 23 8 Parent Advi-
sory Committee Meet-
ing, 6:30 p.m.

Feb 24 8 Sophomore
Orientation

Feb 24 8 Parent Advi-
sory Committee Meet-
ing, 8:30 a.m.

March 4 & Career Expo
at Ford High School

March 1 8 5 Spring
Conferences; Spirit
Week

March 9 -11 Michigan
Merit Exam for Juniors

March 9 - No School
for Sophomores and
Seniors

March 23 i MME Make
Up Dates
April2to 11 7 No

School, Easter Break

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Painted on the wall in my office underneath the name of our school are the wofds
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fiSchool of
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Champi onso. I
ourselves as

wh e
of

title. Furthermore, | found myself asking do we still deserve the title and what dp we

need to do to continue living up to this billing long into the future. The idea for
iSchool of Championso comes from a

last five months, | have worked with quite a few students that | would consider
winners and | have seen many more striving to be champions. In whole, | woul
that we still live up to the billing since we are certainly a school filled with

champions. So what will we need to do to keep this billing long into the future?

students as winners in sports, in fathletic competition and in the classroom. In[he

Former | ce Dancer Judi Adler gave u

proi

say
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know there are no shortcuts to the top. They climb the mountain one step at a fime.

They have no use for helicopters! o
commitment. When our students join a team, they are making a commitment tg

practice and study the game for many hours before even setting foot on the fielﬁ of

competition. Our drama students, who earned a Superior rating for their perfor
of Jekyl |l and Hyde at their Distric
go compete. They spent many hours studying lines, rehearsing, and performin

Bei

ance
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before a live audience before going to the competition. They will spend many rjore
preparing for the Regional Competition on February 13. The same applies to ofir

Orchestra students or the Chamber Brass, Chamber Woodwinds, and Flute C
all earned a®Division Rating at the MSBOA District Chamber Festival and are

oir who

heading off to the State Festival in March. They did not take short cuts to becofne

number 1.

There are no shortcuts for our students to be champions in the classroom eithdir.

Cramming for a test may help you ge
retain what they have learned to help them down the road. Only by taking the t

t a
Jme to

study on a regular basis and completing all the work for a class will a student ghsure
the best grade they can earn in a class. Athletes spend a couple of hours each|day

preparing for the big game; our students need to take the same approach with
academics. Another place students s

heir
hou

their schedule. In February and March, students will be selecting their schedulgs for

next year. Students are often tempt

ed

climbing the mountain one step at a time by taking classes that they consider gasy

instead of taking classes that will challenge and prepare them for a future care

Continued on next page
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Pain
of
Discipline
or
Pain
of
Regret?

Pfannes continued

Electives that help a student explore a potential career are better for a student than ones
taken just because they consider them easy. When a student is good at or has an intere:
in a core area (mathematics, science, English, or social studies), they should take
honors, accelerated or advanced placement classes in these areas and put in the extra
hours to earn high marks in these areas. By not taking shortcuts, they will be preparing
themselves to be champions.

In March, juniors will be given a chance to be champions of the Michigan Merit Exam
or MME. Every junior is required to take the MME which is made up of the ACT and a
number of smaller tests. This is a great opportunity for students to take the ACT for
free. The ACT is used by many colleges to determine if a student is college material and
it is also used by many to determine scholarship recipients. We consider every student
that does their best on the MME a champion of Stevenson High School. Last year as a
school, we had the%best average score in Macomb County and each year we strive to
do even better. In effort to help students focus on the exam and do their very best, the
three day schedule for MME has been adjusted so that the juniors will be the only
students in the building during testing time. You should have received a letter with your
studentds report card explaining this <c

Stevenson High School is truly a ASchoo
who work hard each day to climb to the top and be a champion. Whether it is during a
drama or music competition, on the field or on the court, or in the classroom, our
students know that to be successful the
determination every one of our students can call themselves a champion. As a
community we can give our students the guidance and support they need to make it to
the top.

;&Wﬂ%ﬂw

Steven Pfannes
Principal



ABSENCE LINEA797-1999 (see above)

Attendance at schoolisvery important dbeing late by 10 minutes per day to-
tals 30 hours of lost classtime each school year.

Scheduling appointments after school, whenever possible, avoids losing in-
structional time.

Serious family or medi cal i ssues can have
dance. It isimportant to communicate thisinformation to teachers, coun-

Improved online lunch payment service!

Ef fective with the New Year, the districtds o
websitesendmoneytoschool.com

As part of the transfer, parent company Meal Magic has provided the following information:

Two email communications were sent to parents who have lunchdeposit.com atesenpsovided in-
formation about the new web site features and computer browser requirements, which are Intg
plorer 7.0 or 8.0.Computers with Internet Explorer 6.0, will need to upgrade to Internet Explore
8.0 to gain access to the website

Any account that was set up on lunchdeposit.com was transferred to the new web site. No additig
will be required of the parent, as long as they use Explorer 7.0 or 8.0.

Parents logging on to lunchdeposit.com will be automatically be redirected to sendmoneytoschoo

For further information, visit the district webgitew.uticak12.orgr contact the district Food Service Depa
ment directly at 586.797.1185.
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http://www.uticak12.org

Associate Principal Comments

Mr. Mayod 10th Grade
Ms. Chesney d11th Grade

Tackiing me Tes{

Tuesday, March 9 is a Junior-only day.
Wednesday, March 10 and Thursday, March 11 are half days for 10" and 12" graders (and
o' graders at Henry Ford II High School). Students will report to school in the pm. See
schedule below for arrival time.

This time of year remains the busiest for all students, but mostly for juniors. In addition to working hard in school, shudents
are scheduling for dasses for the 2010-2011 school year, planning for their senior year and graduation, researching colleges
and planning for the Michigan Merit Exam {(MME). The MME holds great importance for this year’s junior dass.

The Michigan Merit Exam is the state’s assessment given to all of Michigan’s eleventh graders. It consists of three major
components: the ACT college entrance examination; the Work Keys assessments; and Michigan assessments in math,
science and social studies, The combined MME assessmient measures student leaming in the Michigan Merit Curricubum.

The stabe requires school districts to adminisber the MME March 9, 10 and 11. The make-up dates for the exam are March
23, 24 and 25. If your shudent misses the exam during the scheduled test dates, he/she will be required to take it during
the make-up peried. All students taking the MME will participate in required pre-test sessions prior to the test dates.

If you hawe guestions regarding the upcoming ments, pl call your child's school or 1P Stice, Utica Community
schools Testing Coordinator, at (586) 797-1282.

Please see the afternoon schedule below for all 10™, 11™ and 12™ grade students (and 9™ grade students at Henry Ford IT
oy ).

Wednesdav, March 10
Jumnicrs will eat lunch when testing is complete
2 day PM: Lunch will mot be served for 10™ and 12™ grade students and (9™ grade students at Henry Ford IT anky).

10:30 Jumicrs dismissed from besting

10635 — 11:10  Lurnch for juniors

11:05 ARRIVAL TIME for 10™ and 12™ grade students and (9™ grade students at Henry Ford II
only).

11:10 — 11:16  Passing Time

11:16 — 12:10 4™ Howr

12:10 — 12:16 Passing Time

12:16 — 1:09 5" Howr

1:09 — 1:15 FPassing Time

1:15— 2:11 6" Hour

2:11 All Students Dismissed

Thursdav. March 11
Jumnicrs will eat lundch when testing is complete
2 day PM: Lunch will mot be served for 10™ and 12" grade students and (3™ grade students at Henry Ford IT only).

10620 Junicrs dismissed from besting

126 — 10:59  Lunch for juniors

10:55 ARRIVAL TIME for 10" and 12" grade students and (9" grade students at Henry Ford II
only).

10:59 — 11:05 Passing Time
11:05 — 12:07 1= Howr
12:07 — 12:13 Passing Time



Free and Reduced Lunch Applications:
The forms for free and reduced lunches is available on line at
lunchapp.com

Lost and Found
Please have your student visit our Main Office Lost and Found
area if they have misplaced an item at school.

Student Medications

New forms must be filled out prior to dispensing any medications in the office.
Also, any medication not picked up at the end of the school year will be discarded.

Emergency cards

Pl ease be sure to keep your stjud
event of an emergency, we need yaqur
Important that any health issues are listed on the card. Any changes in gddre:
or phone number contacts need to be made through the school attendance
office-registrar.

EMAIL ADDRESS
In order to continue receiving the newsletter, please let us know if your
email address changes as soon as possible.

New Student Enrollment Information
In order to enroll new students, please make sure you have the following documentation during
enrollment at Stevenson High School:
Birth certificate
Shot record
Unofficial copy of transcript

Parentds Michigan drive®ORs |icense with new addre
Michigan ID OR

Work badge with your picture OR

Passport

Sterling Heights tax bill OR
Closing statement on purchase of a house OR
Lease agreemenmt




Counseling
Corner

The following
guidelines are
intended to
provide assistance
to students in
planning for their
posthigh

school education

IMPORTANT DATES AND DEADLINES

1/22  End of 1st Semester

2/6 ACT Test (check your admissions ticket for testing locations)
3/1 State of Michigan deadline for submission of the FAFSA form
3/9 Michigan Merit Exam (MME) Day 1

3/10 Michigan Merit Exam (MME) Day 2

3/11  Michigan Merit Exam (MME) Day 3

20097 2010COUNSELOR

BREAKDOWN
A- Bri Mrs. Reitzel
Brj -G Dr. JonesLau
H-Mal Ms. Juday
Mam-Sam Mr. Fiott
SanZ Mrs. Mattson

MICHIGAN MERIT EXAM/MICHIGAN PROMISE SCHOLARSHIP CHANGES
The State of Michigan has not yet determined their budget for the year. Without an §p-
proved budget, we do not know what the status of the Michigan Promise scholarshig|is for
this yeardéds seniors or students from [l as
dents and parents informed about this program as more information becomes availaple.

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS

Al |l ocal schol arships are published [pn
ing on ACounseling and Career Servicelpo
ci al Aid. o Additionall vy, seni or Engluish
posted in the classroom. Copies of all scholarship applications are available in th¢ careel

center.

ACADEMIC SUCCESS BEGINS WITH CLASSROOM SUCCESS
As our first card marking period is well under way, it is important to reinforce the skills
necessary for our children to achievel| ace
Get Good Gi adas Odciddesoe student success in the classroom. Please
take a moment to discuss these important ideas with your child.
e Learn how to adapt to different teachers

Be in school, on time, every day

Be prepared for each class

Sit in front of the class, if possible

Be aware of your body language and nonverbal behavior
Always do your homework

Participate in class and be a good group member

Treat others with courtesy and respect

Involve your parents

Continued on next page




Counseling

Continued

Corner

Financial Aid
Thanks to all Stevenson parents who attended our Financial Aid Night program. There was a very| nice
turn-out for the event.

Parentd please ask your senior for the financial aid envelope that he/she received at the start of January if
you havendt seen it yet. The envelopes wqgre |
l'ish cl asses. The financi al aid informatiffon
of college. Remember to get taxes done as early as possible so that you are able to completg your fre
FAFSA form online. This is the main pathway used by colleges and universities to determine fvhat
financial aid they are able to offer your child for their educational pursuits.

Parent Tips for Scheduling

Lookoverandli scuss your childds Course Selectilon
It is important that students sign up for classes they truly want. Our master schedule is dfeated
from the
selections made on our studentsd scheduli ng
becomes difficult to facilitate student requests for changes.

Take some time tdiscuss academic and career goalgith your child as they consider which
courses
to sign up for. Planning early and setting realistic goals are crucial tools necessary to engure the
our
children have a spectrum of options available for their future.

All juniors will be taking theMME on the following dates:

March 9i ACT plus Writing
March 10 Work Keys
March 11i Michigan Mathematics, Science and Social Studies

Participation in all three days of testing is a graduation requirement as stated by the U.C.S. Board of Hduca-
tion.

This test will provide juniors with a regular ACT score that is reportable to colleges and universities of f stu-
dentds choice.

SAVE THE DATE

2010 CAREER EXPO

March 4, 2010 at Fisenhower High School
F:00-9:00 pm
Come and talk to the career experis about joh
oppartunities, necessary training, level of pay, suggested
high school courses and more. More than 150 careers will
be presented throughout Michigan’s six Career Pathways.




It’s the 3rd annual
UCS Academic Blitz!

| Henry Ford Il High School
Thursday, February 4, 2010
7to9 p.m.

1:00 to 7:25 p.m. — GENERAL SESSION, Performing Arts Center

* “Michigan's Future Resides Within You!"
Christine M. Johns, Ed.D., Superinfendent of Ufica Communily Schools
* “Planning Today for Tomorrow's Success in College”
Bess German, Ph.D., Director of Admissions and Student Affairs, MSU Honors College
* Video Presentation: “Word of Mouth”
Lessons from Michigan college presidents, sfudents and alumni
7:35 to 8:25 p.m. — BREAKOUT SESSIONS (Choose two 20-minute sessions):

* How to Finance Post-Secondary Education - Performing Aris Center
Expand your search for tufion doflars
+ et Set for High School: A Guide for Students - Room 518
Leam time management, how fo leam and how to be successful in high school and beyond
+ Advanced Placement - Vocal Music Room
Challenge yourself and eam college credit
+ Career and Technical Education (CTE) - Room 409
Overview of UGS programs leading to post-secondary learmning opportunifies
+ Utica Center for Mathematics, Science and Technology (UCMST) - ECC Room
Advanced leaming program for high-achieving math and science students
+ Utica Center for Science and Industry (UCSI) - Media Center
Uttica's unique four-year career academy
+ Utica Academy for International Studies (UAIS) - Band Room
What it means fo eamn an Infernational Baccalaureafe diploma
+ Macomb20akland (M20) - Room 526
MZ20 iz @ smart investment! Access opporunities at BOTH schools at the same time

INFORMATIONAL BOOTHS — Ongoing from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Commons:

+ UCS Junior and Senior High Counselors + Macomb Community College + Oakland University
+ UCS Foundation for Educational Excellence + Princeton Review *+ College Board
+ Mandarin Language Program * College Summer Programs  =UCMST  =UCSl  =UAIS




No love, no friendship can cross the path of our destiny without leaving some mark on it forever
Francois Mauriac



